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Thank you to the Program Director of this prestigious 
event, Katlego Maboe,  

 

I extend warm greetings, first and foremost, to our 
Honourable Premier, Makhura. 

 

Greetrings to fellow Mayors Mofokeng, Maloka and 
Baloyi 

 

The entire Political Executive and the Honourable 
Members of the Mayoral Committees of Sedibeng 
District together with its local Municipalities.   

 

Allow me to also recognise our special guests of honour, 
Mr Ahmed Kathrada, Andrew Mlangeni and Denis 
Goldberg. 

 

Recipients of Awards this evening their families, ladies 
and gentlemen. 

 

It is worth noting that Sedibeng is lucky to beat the City 
of London by a few weeks in awarding these 
distinguished men the Freedom Award.  
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In a few days, these same three respected men will be 
departing for London to receive the Freedom of the City 
of London. 

So before they depart to be hosted by the British Prime 
Minister at Number 10 Downing Street, they are being 
hosted by Mayor Modisakeng at Beaconsfield Avenue in 
Vereeniging. 

 

It is a special joy and honour for me to address you all 
on this auspicious occasion. 

 

Thank you for being a part of this most auspicious 
ceremony, as one of the highlights on the Sedibeng 
District Municipality calendar of events.  

 
Allow me to clarify any confusion as to why these 
Awards are being co-hosted by 2 Mayors. In November 
last year we had extensive political redeployments, and 
as a result, the process of these Awards were started by 
Mayor Mofokeng and finalised by me as the new mayor 
of the Sedibeng District. 
 
We mutually agreed, that we will co-host these 
evening’s event.  
 
That also makes tonight unique. When you look at the 
signed Freedom Scrolls, 100 years from now, some 
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student somewhere will be doing research will try to 
explain why 2 mayors signatures appear on the scrolls. 
 
Programme Director, We are gathered here tonight to 
honour men, women and organisations who play an 
active role in various fields to uplift our community, to 
deepen democracy and to promote social cohesion.  

 

I am humbled and privileged to be standing on the 
shoulders of giants and in the presence of men and 
women that are committed to serve, care, improve, 
impact and uplift the lives of so many of our citizens. 

 

Tonight we do not only celebrate the achievements of 
individual who will receive awards, but also 20 years of 
Democracy and 61 years of the Freedom Charter.  

 

We are gathered here to honour a spirit of patriotism in 
our region and to recognise excellence among us.  

 

The people we are honouring tonight keep the wheels of 
our communities turning often with very little resources, 
sometimes without recognition. At least tonight we can 
correct the second one, that of recognition.  
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The men and women not only create wealth and work, 
but they also create hope and opportunity.   

 

Not just for economic good but also for social good as 
well.  

This is the fourth time that Sedibeng as a District is 
hosting this Annual Awards ceremony in its current 
format.  

This esteemed event since its inception has grown 
rapidly into a prestigious event that is held annually. 
Tonight we have the opportunity of  paying homage to 
individuals who have contributed immensely to the 
development of the democracy we enjoy today . We are 
honoured to recognise them in their lifetime. 

 

Tonight we will be presenting 16 Community awards as 
well as the Freedom of the Sedibeng District, which is 
the highest recognition Award that our Municipality can 
bestow.  

 

Allow me to say something about both these category of 
Awards. 

The Community Awards are based on a combination of 
nominations made by the public, and by the submission 
of the Executive Mayor. 
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Public nominations are received after advertisements in 
the local media. These are evaluated, and if they meet 
the standards and criteria of the Municipality, they result 
in those individuals, groups or institutions being invited 
to an evening such as this and receiving their awards 
from the Executive Mayor. 

 

Once a final selection is made from the public 
nominations, the Executive Mayor will also make some 
submissions based on his exposure to the good work 
being done in communities. 

 

16 Awards can never capture all the good work being 
done in our communities. We strive to get the best 
examples and the most notable contributions to society.  

 

We encourage the public to respond to our 
advertisement for nominations, so that they bring the 
outstanding examples to our attention. 

 

Programme Director, honoured guests, the Freedom of 
the City, or District as is the case for us, is an award that 
only comes along once in a while. It is an award made to 
individuals who have made an indelible mark on our 
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people in a manner that received national and 
international acclaim. 

 

It is for that reason that only Nelson Mandela before 
tonight, will join the three outstanding leaders here 
tonight, to receive that honour. 

 

Allow me share with you the historical background of the 
award of the Freedom of the City, which is said to have 
started in London, and then put it into a modern context. 

 

Historically the medieval term ‘freeman’ meant someone 
who was not the property of a feudal lord, but enjoyed 
privileges such as the right to earn money and own land.  

 

Town dwellers who were protected by the charter of 
their town or city were often free – hence the term 
‘Freedom of the City. 

 

From the Middle Ages and the Victorian era, the 
Freedom was the right to trade, enabling members of a 
Guild or Livery to carry out their trade or craft in the 
square mile. 
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Today most of the practical reasons for obtaining the 
Freedom of the City have disappeared.  

It nevertheless remains as a unique part of municipal 
history to which a selected few people have been 
awarded with. 

It is an Award of Recognition, Honour and Respect. 

 

In the old days, if you received the Freedom of the City, 
you did not have to toll charges. 

 

Honourable Premier and MEC Vadi, after tonight, can 
we apply for these 3 men to be exempt from e-Tolls? 

 

To attempt to provide a summary of Ahmed Kathrada, 
Andrew Mlangeni and Denis Goldberg in a short 
address like mine is impossible. 

 

Uncle Denis Goldberg also reminds us that in the old 
days the Freedom of the City allowed one to graze 
sheep freely. He wants to know if we are going to give 
him his sheep to graze freely. 

 

During the course of tonight, we will be showing short 
video clips to give just a sense of who tour Freedom 
Recipients are.  
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Our Commemorative Brochure, has one page profiles.  

Even that is not enough.  

 

I encourage you to study the lives of these men, read 
their books and try to live by their values.  

 

That is the best way we can honour them. 

 

These icons have been consistent with a value system 
which was displayed in their selflessness and in their  
determination in combating apartheid and achieving 
democracy. 

 

 
In closing I would like to say that indeed I am deeply 
moved by this event.  

 

To the recipients of awards let me assure u that you 
have been identified for the exceptional contribution you 
have made to Sedibeng. 

 
To all our people, we know that some of the best among 
you may never emerge to take a public award. We also 
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acknowledge the quiet, low-key, always in the 
background people who do great things and are never in 
the front line. 

 

 
 
Programme Director, Denzel Washington once said 
“Man gives you the award but God gives you the 
reward” This is indeed what we have come to do today 
and God will do the rest.  
 
Well done Congratulations. 
 
I thank you 
 


